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highlighted an 


‘House. 


Visitors fraiik throughout the state pored Hemet of Tees ato buildings which held een patiscs May 19 


to mark National Transportation Week. La Grande and Portland offices attracted the largest crowds. 


dials #205. Bridge 


ena: set eo 


“flexibility’ 


in Federal ‘Highway Act 


A half-hour private meeting in 
Washington, D.C., with Secretary of 
Transportation Brock Adams 
intensive two-day 
effort in mid-May by ODOT Director 


Bob Burco to inject “flexibility” 
into the proposed 1978 _ Federal 
Highway Act. 


testified before the 
Subcommittee on Surface 
Transportation, chaired by Rep. 
James Howard of New Jersey. 

In essence, Burco’s testimony 
urged Congress to permit states such 
as Oregon to “invest highway dollars 
in the primary, secondary, and urban 
systems, rather than any expansion 
or ‘gold-plating’ of the Interstate 
System.” 

Burco conveyed the same 
‘message’? to members. of the 
Oregon congressional delegation and 
to staffs of the National Governors 
Conference, the American Association 
of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials, and the National 
Association of County Officials. 


Burco also 


Key is flexibility 


Support for Oregon’s position on 
federal highway funding was achieved 
during individual meetings with 
Congressmen Al Ullman and Bob 
Duncan and Senators Mark Hatfield 
and Bob Packwood and their staffs. 

Burco told the subcommittee that 
“the key (to needed changes in the 


Federal Highway Act) is flexibility 
and a limited number of program 
categories, rather than the match 
ratio.’ 


Chairman Howard agreed. “‘We do 
want to get the categories as far 
down in number as we can,” he 
-said, 

Burco’s unscheduled meeting with 
Secretary Adams ‘grew out of an 


appointment with Deputy 
Undersecretary Mort Downey, and 
gave. Burco an unusual opportunity. 
to present Oregon’s case directly to 
the top Carter administration official 
for transportation. 

While hearings have just begun on 
the proposed 1978 Federal Highway 
Act, Burco’s trip was an effort to 
“set in early” with a statement of 
Oregon’s needs. He plans subsequent 
trips to the nation’s capital to 


follow up on his initial progress. 


_ Jeff Drago, Highway Division 
inspector, plants Georgia live oak 
sent by President Carter. Story is on 


page 6. 


Le 
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More photos are 


Firms join 
for low bid 


A joint venture, consisting of 
construction firms from _ Portland, 
Seattle and Houstin, Tex., was the 


apparent low bidder at the Thursday, 
May 19 bid opening to construct the 
first phase of the I-205 Bridge across 
the Columbia River between Portland 
and Vancouver. The bid was 
$30,297,53l. 
The = firms 


comprising the joint 
venture are 


Willamette-Western 


Corporation, Portland; Alaska 
Constructors <Inc., Houston, and 
General Construction Co., Seattle. 
Willamette-Western was one of the 
prime contractors on the Fremont 
Bridge, a major construction project 


in the Portland area. 


The bridge, estimated to cost 
$175 million, will be built in five 
phases, with the opening expected 
sometime in early 1982. It will 
provide an_ eastside bypass of 


Portland and Vancouver. 

Work under the current contract 
is expected to start by the end of 
June. 


elements. 
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Plan offers 
2-cent hike 


IN gas tax 


A new highway revenue package, 


built around a 2-cent per. gallon 
state gas tax increase, has been 
introduced in the House Revenue 


Committee. 

Elements of the package would be 
referred to a statewide vote, most 
likely . at the May 1978 primary 
election, according to Rep. Bill 
Grannell, D-North Bend, who 
presented the proposal to _ the 
committee on May 25. 

Renewed interest in a 2-cent gas 
tax increase appeared to stem from 
the results of a statewide poll 
conducted in April, which indicated 
such a measure would stand a good 


chance of being approved by the voters. 


Chairperson Earl  Blumenauer, 
D-Portland, told the committee the 
package had been discussed with 
legislative leaders in both-parties, and 
there seemed to be support ffor it 

Grannell stressed the revenue 
proposals should be “viewed -as a 
package,’ not in their separate 


The package would: ; 

—Increase the state gas tax .from 
7 to 9 cents, and refer to the voters 
at the 1978 primary election. 

—Increase the weight-mile tax on 
trucks and buses to an equivalent 
amount, plus a current adjustment to 
bring it up to parity. 

—Increase in vehicle 
fees based on Environmental 
Protection Agency mileage 
performance data. 

—Remove by statute all but 7 (or 
8%) per cent of the State Police 
budget and the Parks budget from 
dedicated highway funds. 

—Commit revenues to 
reconstruction, maintenance, with 
priority over new construction in 
future Highway Six-Year Plans. 

—Create a legislative iterim process 
to review highway construction and 
maintenance policy. 

Transportation Department officials 
have told the Legislature about $165 
million in .additional revenue is 
needed over the next four years to 
meet road repair needs. This package 
would roughly meet’ those 
requirements. 

Earlier, Transportation Commission 
Chairman Glenn Jackson had_ told 
the committee about 1,400 miles of 
state highway are in need of 
immediate repair, and that delays 
will result in greatly increased costs. 


registration 


ODOT receives federal grant 
to study state’s railroads 


ODOT has received a $186,960 
grant from the Federal Railroad 
Administration for the preparation of 
a state rail plan. 

The grant is part of. a 1976 
federal act which deals with rail 
networks, branch lines and rural rail 
lines which might be coming up for 
abandonment, according to Paul 
Norris of Strategic Planning 

He said.the grant will be Oregon’s 


first heavy commitment to rail 
planning. However, he said the state 
does not have ‘branch line problems 
like other areas of the country have. 

The 15-month project will be 
done in the Strategic Planning 
Section, where staff members will 
work closely with the Public Utilities 
Commissioner, railroads, unions, 
regulatory agencies and_ local 
government units. 


As 
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Director's corner 


In the closing month of this legislative session, transportation issues are 
beginning to gain considerable attention. 


In recent weeks we have been 
appearing before the Ways and 
Means subcommittee defending and 
refining divisional budgets within the 
department. . The committee has 
shown considerable interest in our 
zero-based budget format, and has 
begun. to show  a_ developing 
understanding for the kinds of 


financial and program issues that will 
; eS shape where we are going’ in coming 
‘ > “Ss years. 

The House Revenue and School Finance Committee, finally having disposed 
of some major school finance measures, has begun hearings on our own 
revenue needs, and, hopefully, is about to develop a financial package that 
can begin its passage through the House and Senate. All of this means a very 
busy June, but a watchful and exciting one. 

Most legislators have generally accepted and understood our statement of 
financial needs. They recognize the tremendous inflation in recent years and 
its impact on our program, while revenues have stayed pretty well constant or 
have even declined. 


The right package of revenue sources 


What remains, difficult for them, however, is to find just the right package 
of revenue sources which would be equitable to the public and of a 
reasonable amount. The package must solve ODOT finance problems and, at 
the same time, generate a willingness to pay on the part of those who 
support our program. 

There may be considerable cause for optimism at the national level 
concerning our program. Recent visits with our Congressional delegation and 
members of the Carter Administration staff indicate a sensitivity to the needs 
of states, such as our own, for flexibility and funding for other than 
interstate highways. 

National attention is beginning. to be focused, as well, on some of the 
transit issues that we have: identified here in Oregon, and we hope our 
leadership in small community and intercity bus assistance will help pass some 
federal-level budgets and programs to assist us in these areas. 

Although a new surface transportation bill will not be enacted by the 
Congress until the fall of 1978, we are in early trying to shape it to meet 
Oregon’s requirements. The Oregon Congressional delegation has been truly 
superb in assisting us. 

Therefore, while one legislative session may end here in June or July, we 
will continue to be active with legislators at the national level through the 
95th Congress. Once Oregon legislators have returned to their communities, we 
must all redouble efforts to assist them in, communicating ODOT program 
needs to a public that is our source of financial support. | expect to 
continue to spend much time in the field working to achieve just that kind 
of partnership with Oregonians. 


MR. COULTER .. . THERE’S 
A MAN HERE WITH A TREE! 


Legislative Outlook 


OH, DOTTIE = By Roy Priom 


House, Senate pass 
Aeronautics budget 


By Max Klotz % 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
Well, 


here we are 


this legislative session. It’s about 
time to take.a look at where we 
stand. 


Letters to the Editor 


Parallel cartoon 
To the Editor: 


Since Oh, Dottie is returning, we, 
the undersigned, request the inclusion 
of a parallel cartoon entitled 
something like ‘Super Mover’ or 
“Big Oomph.” Super Mover should 
be a burly construction worker with 
tight clothes. and unbuttoned shirt 
who runs an earth mover at a 
highway construction site—just to 
aeoVoh a2 NNEC I ahibitpanone: 9. tee 
controversial subject.” Lots of good 
opportunities to poke fun = at 
departmental propensities and 
machismo. 

Linda Apple, Joe Speight, Philip C. 
Isaacs, Dick McRae, Ann Paris, Ron 
Schaadt, Bill Shull, Beth Prange, 
Craig D. Fleshman, Don Byard, 
George Burgess, Ryuji Torihara, Don 
Kurtz, Ted Fellows, fack Solterbeck, 


Paul Norris, Marjorie Sorensen, 
Sharlene Mealey, Marsha N. Ryan, 
Russell Graham, Jim Holeman, 


Donald EE, Foster, Bruce Jenkins, 
Ray Costello, ferry D. Simmons, Bill 
Bahde, Jim Branch, Ron: Wolfe, John 
Hanks, Gary Olsen, William  D, 
Albright, Richard McSwain, William 
L. Crawford, Ken Husby, Walt Clay, 
Howard Hains, Arthur Priem, Gene 
Tipsword 


Facing rough times 
To the Editor: 


| have found employment outside 
the Highway Division and will be 
leaving after 16 years of 
employment. This transition is being 
made with mixed emotions, There 
are a lot of employes who have 


been my friends and co-workers and 
have inspired and helped my career 
with the department. It is hard to 
leave them after all these years. 
Although | am happy to start a new 
career, | still find some sadness in 
the fact that those | leave behind 
are yet to face some rough times. 


| have been proud, as .a_ third 
generation ‘employe, sof ..)thie 
accomplishments of the Highway 


Division. | feel like a part of the 
great highway system in Oregon, and 
| will carry that with, me wherever | 
go. | am also proud to have worked 
with so many outstanding people 
through the years. Everyone | have 
worked for has been dedicated to 
his job and has shown it by_ his 
willingness to work as hard and as 
long as it took to get a job done. | 
know why the Highway Division was 
able to build roads with less 
engineering expenditure per mile than 
any other state, and | also know 
why the product was a high quality 
highway—employe dedication!! 

We are now facing hard times and 
they call for change. | know that 
for many it will mean personal 
sacrifice, because of reduced incomes 
and the tendency is to give up on a 
system that seems harsh and cruel to 
engineers. Many of you will take the 
same. route that | do and move on 
to other employment and new 
careers, For those of you who will 
stay, try to regroup your pride and 
work for solutions to the growing 
transportation problems in Oregon 
and the rest of the nation. 

Your future isn’t dead, for people 
will have to get from one place to 
another forever. The need 
engineers to design and build new 
systems will carry you along if you 


for ~ 


can make the change. | have seen 
the change firsthand, and | do see 
the place for an engineer as the 
system moves from the planning 
stages to design and _ construction. 
Grab at the chance to learn new 
skills, for 1 believe that engineers 
hold the solutions to many of the 
energy problems that face us today. 
With a little time to adjust, many of 
you will be making those changes in 
the transportation field. 


Above all, be proud of your 
heritage and don’t feel bad about 
being. sae civil sengineer. jeotine 
accomplishments of the past have 


been great. A temporary setback for 
the highway engineers in Oregon will 
only compound the work in the 
future, whether it be for buses, cars 
or trains. 

| wish all my _ friends in the 
Highway Division the best and hope 
that all of you will come through 
this troubled period with a new and 
exciting direction. 


Gary L. Ross 
Metro Section 
Oregon Highway Division 


about. 
three-quarters of the way through ~ 


The most critical bills both 
agency- and employe-wise are those 
dealing with budgets and revenues. 
No money, no work. Aeronautics 


has passed both the 
House. Their 


Senate and 
aviation gas 


House and is now in the Senate. 

Mass Transit ge 
and Motor 
Vehicles Divisions 
have made their 
budget  presen- 
tations to the 
Ways and Means 
Committee but no 
action has taken 
place yet. 

The Highway Division budget is 
being heard by the Ways and Means 
Committee with Parks and Office of 
the Director coming up last. ; 


Methods of raising the Highway 
Division revenues have been the 
subject of many meetings and 
hearings so far and it looks like 
they will continue for awhile. 
Everyone is looking for a way to 
raise taxes that is acceptable to 


those that have to pay them. How’s 
that for a problem? = 

Looking primarily at _ state 
employe benefits now, Senate Bill 
167 would establish a State 
Employes Deferred Compensation 
Revolving Fund. 

The bill has had the blessing of 
the Senate Local Government and 
Elections Committee and has been 
referred to the Ways and Means 
Committee. 
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tax — 
increase revenue bill has passed the - 
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Division. is leading the pack here. | 
Their budget, with some trimming, 


Editorial comments 


Kudos and brickbats were among 
the items tossed at ODOT during 
the month by editorial writers. ° 

The Highway Division’s need for 
money to keep the. state’s highway 


system operational attracted 
considerable attention. : 
The Daily  Astorian (Astoria) 


under the title “Cowards” said, “A 
legislator who lacks the courage to 
tell his constituents they were wrong 
when he has proof they were wrong 


shouldn’t. be a legislator. He ought 

to get a job herding sheep. 
“Governor Straub is acting 

responsibly in proposing an increase 


of two cents per gallon in the state 
tax on gasoline and setting forth 
facts which explain why it is 
necessary and the consequences of 
not doing it. Legislators who say 
they dare not support the governor 
because the voters rejected a 1-cent 
increase last year are cowards who 
fear doing anything that might 
ReGuce meotneliia eiGniancesmm tOnsibe 
re-elected,” 


The News _ (Springfield) 


gave 


Q: I can foresee department-wide 
confusion resulting from — recent 
announcements of organizational 
changes. Traditional uses of such 
terms as branch, office, section, unit, 
etc., seem to be used without any 
regard to relative level within the 


de artment. Also, some organi ational fi responsibilities) gic: box is shown. on 
sean title. Why is 

there no- _ standardization — of | responsible for th 
Dick Unrein, 5 


organizational terms? _ 
Program Management and Scheduling. ~ 
A: According to Don _ Streun, 
assistant widinecton ator «ODOM 
Administration, ‘One effort we have 
made in forming the Department of 
Transportation is to standardize 
‘organizational terms.’ The current 
use of titles is not traditional to the 
Highway Division, but | know _ that 
it is common to most organizations, 
The terms are used to show relative 
level, meaning reporting relationship, 
without regard to size, salary - level 
or several other criteria which may 


omthe=-chart 


thanks to the gribble for highlighting 


the needs of the division saying, 
“We'll stop short of immortalizing 
the gribble, realizing that there are a 


lot of commuters in the east bay 
area of Coos Bay who aren’t too 


‘happy with him right now. But if 


the job he did on. the _ Isthmus 
Slough Bridge prompts the legislature 
to come up with some more money 
for the highway department, we’ll 
always thank him.” 

The Daily Journal of Commerce 
said, ‘Governor Bob Straub hasn’t 
been afraid to tell Oregon voters 
they made a serious mistake last fall 


in voting down a 1-cent increase in| 


the state gas tax. The Legislature 
apparently is, points out the Eugene 
Register-Guard. 

ALNeGeLS Pst. enOsweway <the 
Legislature can say it is serving the 
public’s best interests by ignoring the 
reality that Oregon’s excellent 
highway system is headed for rack 
and ruin and obeying an edict which 
Oregon voters might change if the 
issue is put to them again...” 


have been traditional in the Highway 


Division. All organizational units 
should have and do, we believe, have 
titles. Operations, Administration, 
Office of the Director and Policy 
and Program Development are not 
organizational units, as such, but 


> identify — who. cals 
e function.” pha = 


Pao 
+ Se oe 934 ° 


1% 
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Q: Have campers in Oregon Parks 
had any problems with _ bears? 
Sharon Robinson, Mass Transit. 
A: There are some bears in higher 
elevations where there are parks, 
according to Ray Leavitt, Parks & 
Recreation Branch field operations 
supervisor, but the bears are just as 
scared of the campers as_ the 
campers are of them. If they get 
hungry, Leavitt says, the bears will 
“browse through the garbage cans,” 
but they don’t bother the campers. 


Students view county map ehowe 


by Rudy Wellbrock in Photogrammetry. 


Clif Caldwell Jr. shows stereoscope 
to curious visitor. 


ODOT draws crowd 


hae 500. ~ persons — 
offices throughout the state May 19. 

Open houses were held in ODOT 
OniCessmminesrotlem - say.) Grande, 
Roseburg, Bend and Portland, where 
displays showing the range of 
department activities were exhibited. 

The La Grande Highway Division 
office attracted some 500 visitors as 
did the Metro office in Portland. 
The Transportation Building — staff 


offered tours to 400 persons and the, 


East Salem Highway Division building 
had 129. Roseburg and Bend offices 
each attracted 25-30 visitors. 


Parks fill fast for holiday weekends 


The Parks 
park 


& Recreation Branch 
information center and _ the 
camp reservation. system  begain 
operating May 14 and within five 
days all the campsites were reserved 
at Beverly Beach, Cape’ Lookout, 
Harris Beach, Prineville Reservoir and 
The Cove Palisades parks for 
Memorial Day. 

In the first few days, 
had completely booked Prineville 
Reservoir and The Cove Palisades 
parks for’ the July 4 weekend. 
Rapidly filling for the Independence 
Day holiday were Harris Beach, Cape 
Lookout, ‘Detroit Lake and Sunset 
Bay parks — 

Prineville Reservoir, with only 70 
campsites, already is booked for the 
Labor Day weekend. Several others 
are full for trailers but still have 
space for tents. 

The number of calls is. averaging 
about 5 per cent higher than the 
same time during 1976, although 
calls to the park information number 
is running behind the same time last 
year. 

New information numbers 
(1-800-452-5687 toll free from any 


campers 


place in Oregon and 238-7488 in the 


Portland area) may have caused the 
decrease in calls. 


} visited © 
Oregon Department. of Transportation 


Pence demonstrations senda fay 
blacksmith at work in La Grande. 
Visitors ranged from preschool 


children to retired persons and 


‘families of ODOT employes. 


Maps revised 


A revision of the city maps of 
eleven Oregon communities has just 
been completed by the State 
Highway Division in cooperation with 
the Federal Highway Administration. 

The communities affected — are 


Adair Village, Boardman, Creswell, 
Culver, Dayton, Gates, Hammond, 
Lincoln City (three sheets), Mill 


City, Sherwood and Stanfield. 


Commission 
Chairman Glenn Jackson recently 
told legislators that delays in state 
highway maintenance will be costly. 


Transportation 
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Public sees 

revised slides 
- a - | of Banfield 
Loe egceae Ac pitas Paes: et ae A revised Banfield Transitway 
slide/tape presentation is being shown 
at public information meetings in the 
Portland area. 
_ The 12-minute presentation 
outlines the history of transportation 
planning in the metropolitan area 
and the six major alternatives now 
under consideration for the Banfield 
Freeway corridor. 

The Banfield project is a joint 
effort of ODOT and Tri-Met with 
the involvement of Portland, 
Multnomah County, the State 
Department of Environmental Quality 
and ‘the Columbia Region Association 
of Governments. 

The slide presentation produced 
by ODOT Public Affairs, was revised 
last month after agreement was 


reached to include light rail transit 
among the major transit alternatives. 


‘Trolley’ bus 
service starts 


The Tri River Trolley, a new bus 
service for Reedsport, started 
operations on May 3. 

~The system is part of the Federal 
Highway Administration’s — rural 
demonstration program administered 
and planned by the Mass Transit 
Division. It is operated locally by 
the City of Reedsport. 
Opening ceremonies included a 


: a - a ot Nat Ge a a ‘ae : 
In 1916, the decor in the Capitol office of Oregon State Highway Department’s auditor G. Ed Ross (right) 
included wicker wastebaskets, open light fixtures, vintage adding machine, telephone on the windowsill and 


Suspension: A touchy situation - 


Editors’s note: The following 
article is part of a continuing series 
describing the different divisions, 
branches and sections of ODOT, 


“Every time we issue a suspension 
order, the telephone rings.” 


Ors vitkejUsts seemS=an like: eit sto 
Bernard Hawes, manager of Motor 
Vehicles Division’s Driver & Vehicle 


Safety Branch. 
Suspensions are the biggest part 

of the branch’s operations. Some 

70,000 drivers’ license suspensions 


were issued in Oregon during 1976. 


“We are taking away something that 


drivers consider a right and it is a 
touchy situation,’’ Hawes says. 

Poor driving habits, health and 
advancing age are among reasons the 
suspension orders are given. and, 
according to Hawes, the job isn’t 
pleasant, but somebody’s got to do 


Driver & Vehicle Safety Branch 


it. “If we didn’t suspend some of 
these licenses, it would be hard to 
say what the impact would be. 

“The public has granted the 
license and what the driver does 
behind the wheel is public business,” 
Hawes says. “Drivers are responsible 
to the public when they are on the 
road.” 

There are some situations where 
suspending a  driver’s license just 
doesn’t help, Hawes says. They drive 
anyway. A Driver Improvement 
Program of the first order has 
developed from that knowledge. 

Suspending the license of a person 
who “gets into trouble with his 
driving,’ according to Hawes, often 
is a last resort. Education is a far 
more effective tool in dealing with 
errant drivers and extensive research 
has shown the success of the Oregon 
Driver Improvement Program. 


The ‘‘low profile program,” 
according to Hawes, utilizes a 
warning letter and invitation to a 
defensive driving school, optional 
INTERVIEW, Snotice woh intentesto 
suspend and invitation to talk to a 
driver improvement program 
counselor, and failing all that, 
suspension. 


Ultimate goal 


If the driver appears, he and the 
counselor may talk about ° the 
problem and consider. a probationary 
license, defensive driving school, 
suspension or a combination of all 
three. 


The Driver & . Vehicle Safety 
Branch also. conducts an Alcohol 
Rehabilitation Program, through 


which attendance in the program and 
recommendation from a judge is a 
prerequisite for keeping the driver’s 
license. 

In some cases, Hawes says, his 
branch must take the purely 
bureaucratic stance of enforcing the 
law. He prefers the current trend 
toward working with people to 
change their attitudes and behavior. 
“The ultimate goal is reduction of 
accidents—particularly injuries and 
fatals.” 


H 


The 86-member staff of the 
Driver & Vehicle Safety Branch also 
has jurisdiction over vehicle 


equipment in Oregon. However, that — 


part of the program is relatively 
small, Hawes says. 
Comprehensive annual vehicle 


inspections are a possibility in the 
future, the branch manager says, but 
the process would be _ extremely 
expensive for both the state and the 
public. 

No major changes in equipment 
are expected in the near future, 
Hawes says. 


e 


Motor Vehicles 


- offered free the 


Division secretary Cheryl Chisholm works in Driver & 


special tour of the routes by federal, 
state and local officials and senior 
citizen representatives. Service was 
first week and 
attracted 244 riders. After charging a 
25-cent fare, ridership stayed at 234 
riders. 

The system uses 
21-passenger Argosy, which travels 
through Reedsport, Winchester Bay 
and Gardiner. The bus has stereo, 
air-conditioning, low steps and 
individually contoured seats. 

The city is now planning for bus 
stop signs, benches, shelters and 
permanent schedules. 


one bus, a 


BBE sete a claret 


SUSPENSIONS - REINSTATE 


Vehicle Safety Branch which processes some 70,000 driver’s license suspensions 


annually. 


é 


Tour, 
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CLARENCE FREY, ADMIN 
Property Control Manager, Salem 


| believe’ registration fees for 
automobiles should be raised by $10 
per year. This would create a new 
source of revenue, of which Highway 
Division would receive 68 per cent. 
If the legislature put this into law, 
it should be stipulated that this 
revenue be designated solely for the 
maintenance of our highway system. 


£R 


ROGER SHEFFIELD, HWY 
HM 1, Port Orford _ 


| don’t think the fee should be 
increased. Other prices are going up 
and the state should start someplace 
to keep prices down. The state 
could lead the way for others to 
stop raising prices. 


SHIRLEY HIATT, HWY 
Secretary, LaGrande 


Oregon highways have _ traditionally 
been among the finest in the U.S. 
However, over the past few years, 
they are showing’ serious 


deterioration. While the gas tax is a~ 


fairer way of obtaining needed 
funds, the motor vehicle registration 
fee could be increased in direct 
relation to the year, size and value 
of the vehicle to be _ registered 


(ranging from $10 to $50) and this 


money spent. for highway repair 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer.He 
selects his own subjects. 
VIA’s editors frame the 
question of the month. 
Answers are edited only 
for length. 
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ANDID COMMENTS 


The yearly auto registration fee in Oregon has been $10 since 1949. 


think the fee should be increased? If so, how much? 


Representative 3, Hermiston 


| think due to the fact that Oregon 
is in the lower 10 of all the states, 
it wouldn’t hurt to raise the fee by 
$5 a year. Due to the condition of 
our Highway Division, this would 


add something more than $5 million 
if it were used 
roads. 


to maintain the 


JOHN HOWERY, HWY 
Section Supervisor, Detroit 


| think the fee should be increased 
by at least $5. All money collected 
should be used _ for highway 
maintenance only. 


RALPH DIMICK, HWY 
Maintenance Foreman, Milwaukie 


Yes, | think the auto registration fee 
should. be increased from $10 to 
$15 per year. Just like anything else, 
in order to make everything. work, 
the fee will have to be raised 
accordingly. 


MARVIN JONES, MVD 
Representative 1, Astoria 


| think a reasonable increase in the 
registration fees could be justified in 
terms of increased administrative 
costs and inflation. However, any 
increase should be applied equally to 
all. passenger vehicles and not 
apportioned by weight, value or 
horsepower. Nor should the two-year 
renewal interval be dropped. 


BARRY SMITH, HWY 
. Electrician, Bend 


If the Motor Vehicles Division needs 
the increase in funds, then | see no 


reason in not having the increase, 
just as long as they don’t go 
overboard. | assume the Motor 


Vehicles Division uses these funds. | 
have not heard they are short on 
funds, but if they aren’t then | see 
no reason for an increase. 


PETER SLUSHER, PARKS 
Manager 2, Memaloose 


auto 


| am _ against raising the 
registration fee at this time because 
as far as | know, they have enough 
money to operate on. 


JOHN WOLF, HWY 
HM 4, Portland 


| don’t think the fee should be 
raised at all. | think we pay enough. 


| put out about $80 for licenses 
each year—l’m_ license poor. | do 
think the current fee is fair. Other 


states have higher rates and Oregon 
should be different. 
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Bob True is historian/director at Champoeg interpretive center. 


Interpretive center 
opens at Champoeg 


Pianiks) mara 


Recreation Branch 
recently opened an_ interpretive 
center in Champoeg State Park, one 
of Oregon’s most historic places. 

Displays in the center trace the 
area’s history from the _ native 
Americans who once _ lived — there, 
through the arrival of the white 
man, explorers, trappers and settlers, 
to important political events, the 
_growth of commerce, and the revival 
of interest in Champoeg as an 
historic site. 

Artwork, maps, and photographs 
are used with artifacts to explain the 
area’s importance. As visitors proceed 
through the center, ‘“‘talks’” § by 
persons from  Champoeg’s past, 


‘including Dr. John McLoughlin, 
Francis Xavier Matthieu and Albert 
Tozier, provide historical highlights. 


Champoeg became a park in 1943 
and plans for such an_ interpretive 


center have been in the works for 
decades, according to Bob True, 
Champoeg_ historian and _ center 
director. 

The new center, built with a 
matching grant from the Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation, also houses 
offices for Ken Lucas, park manager; 
Jeannie Foster, park clerk, and a 
student naturalist from Oregon State 
Univeristy. 


The center is open daily from 11 
a.m. ‘to 7 p.m. 


Region 4—“Backwater’ 


Carl Williams calls Region 4 a 
“backwater region’? where no. big 
projects are planned for the near 
future. 


Encompassing Central Oregon from 
Washington to California borders, 
Region 4 doesn’t face the population 
problems which Regions 1, 2 and 3 
must deal with, says Williams, the 
regional engineer, 

“We have more traffic problems 


than we used to have,’ Williams 
says. “Four years ago we got a 
traffic engineer, but our problems 


” 


are minor. 

Bend and Klamath Falls areas are 
where most of Region 4’s growth is 
occurring, the regional engineer says, 
with Bend a “boom town” and 
Klamath Falls experiencing more 
steady growth. 


Parks Branch 
plans hearings 


Parks and Recreation Branch is 
conducting a _ series of public 
meetings to hear comments on_ its 
1977-78 update of its Six-Year 
Systems Plan. 

Meetings have been scheduled at 
17 locations throughout the state 
and residents in each area are invited 
to provide comments on park and 
recreation needs. 

Meetings have been scheduled May 
31 in Pendleton; June 1, LaGrande; 
June 2, Vale; June 6, Langlois and 


Eugene; June 7, Roseburg and 
Salem; June 8, Medford and East 
Portland; June 9, Klamath Falls and 
Albany; June 13, The Dalles and 
Newport; June 14, Redmond and 
Cannon Beach; and June 15, 


: Lakeview and West Portland. 


‘intercity bus 


Region 4 officials are working 
with local officials in both cities to 
iron out traffic problems. In Bend, 
plans are for changes just south of 
the city limits and in Klamath Falls, 
a southside bypass is planned. 

A three-mile reconstruction south 
of Condon also is planned. 


Winter-oriented 


Region 4’s maintenance duties are 


heavily winter oriented, Cascade 
Mountain passes such as Warm 
Springs, Willamette, Lake of the 


Woods and East Diamond are kept 
clear and all the snow equipment is 
maintained in the Bend shops. 

Region 4 employs eight 
construction crews (‘‘Less than other 
regions because the workload is 
less,” Williams says) and 21 sectional 
maintenance crews. Personnel in 
Region 4 is down more than 100 
because of layoffs last fall. 

Transportation in the region has 
relied and probably will continue to 
rely on the automobile, Williams 
says. There is a need for ‘more 
public transportation in some of the 
cities in the region and more 
service could solve 
some travel problems for residents in 
the area, Williams says. 


A good step 


The Region 4 engineer says he 
thinks the Highway Division’s switch 
from construction to maintenance is 
a good step and he subscribes to a 
philosophy of “taking care of what 


we’ve got,” 
He works closely with local , 
officials and finds there are fewer 


pressure groups in Region 4 than in 
other regions. ‘The people depend 
on us to do a job and they go 
along with us if what we’re doing 
isn’t too outlandish,” he Nes 


two discussed — 


President sends tree. 
for Grove of States 


By John Earley 


“If at first you don’t succeed, 
try, try again,” the old adage goes. 
And perhaps it doesn’t hurt to go 
to the top when you make. that 
other try. 

At least that is’ the route a 
Highway: Division employe took and 
it paid dividends. 

At the southbound Baldock Safety 
Rest Area, the Highway Division 
maintains a “Grove of the States,” 
in which the state tree of every 
state is represented. The grove was 
dedicated in August 1967 when the 
National Association of Attorneys 
General held their annual conference 
in Portland. Each attorney general 
was to furnish his state’s tree for 
planting in the grove. 


“Why not?’’ 


The grove “has” attracted 
considerable attention through the 
years, but during that period several 
of the trees have died for one 
reason or another. When a_ visitor 
finds his state tree missing, inquiries 
are made as to why. 

The Baldock Safety Rest Area is 


currently in the process of being 
enlarged and Jeff Drago, the 
division’s inspector on the project, 
was touring the area with Merle 
Anderson, a landscape designer with 
the division. During the inspection, 


they noted the Georgia state tree, a 
live oak, was missing. , 

In many cases, replacement trees 
are difficult to come by, sometimes 
because of cost and other times 
because they are not available. The 


Georgia live oak and one thing | led 
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to another. 


Finally, Anderson suggested, rather 


facetiously, “Why not write the 


president? It’s his state.” 


Drago responded with a gills 
“Why not?” 
No quicker said than done and 


the letter explaining the grove and 
the need for the tree was on ‘the 
way to the president. 


Via air freight 


The letter was forwarded to the 
Department of Agriculture, which in 
turn got in touch with the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture. 

On May 5, Drago got a call from 
the Salem Airport that there was a 


package for him. The package was 


the live oak from Georgia, sent by 
air freight. 
The spot where the missing 


Georgia live oak once stood will no 


longer be empty. The spot was filled 


with the planting of the new tree, 
with thanks to the, president, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, the 


Georgia. Department of Agriculture, 
and the whim of a_ highway - 
engineer. 


AASHTO taps 
Paul Burket 


The American Association of State 
Highway and. Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) _ has 
standing committee on aeronautics, 
with Oregon’s Aeronautics Division 
administrator Paul 
Burket also 
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‘ granting lands to the state to aid in 


_ Crews honored 


~ manhours, 
Elgin 


Greenway show a hit; 
3,500 see presentation 


ya MEGANCK, Parks 
| ee i 


Fictorie’ report 


‘K decorative new addition to the 
library in* the Transportation Building 
is a 113-year old document from the 
United States Senate. 


The report, sent by Sen. Mark 
Hatfield, was given to him by the 
Senate historian along with a number 
of other items concerning Oregon as 
a territory and a state. 

The document, which has been 
processed with a special preservative 
-and framed, deals with a measure 


the construction of a military road 
from Portland to Dalles City (The 
Dalles). 

It is dated March 24, 1864. 


Hundreds of thousands of 
manhours have been worked without 
time-loss, injuries by ODOT crews. 

- Achievement Awards from SAIF 


have been earned recently by: 


‘Arthur Gottfried’s engineering 
crew in Salem, 153,750 manhours; 
William Tison’s engineering crew in 
Myrtle Creek, 150,225 manhours; 
Eldon Everton’s District 1 office in 
Astoria, 100,352 manhours and 
Leroy Lesmeister’s South Beach Park 
crew, 101,236 manhours. 

Also earning Achievement Awards 
are Darald D. Steinke’s section 
maintenance crew in Vale, 101,913 
and Melvin 
crew, 


maintenance 151,024 


~manhours. 
Awards of Merit have been earned 
by: 


2 Leo Smith’s section maintenance 


’ crew in Newberg, 55,367 manhours, 


ds Jonas A. Hammack’s equipment 
crew in Bend, 50,000 


Y. Wood’s | 


More than 3,500 persons have 
seen the Willamette River Greenway » 
slide/tape presentation during the 
past four months. 

Janet. Meganck, a+‘1976 graduate 
of Oregon State University, was 
hired for three months to present 
the program. Because of heavy 
demand for the show from service 
clubs, civic groups and senior citizen 
organizations, she was hired for an 
additional month. 


95 showings 


“The Oregon River’? was shown 
95 times during the four-month 
period. A few additional showings 
will be during June. 

Gero ul ps from tahne 
Eugene-Springfield area to Portland 
viewed the slides, which trace 
development of the Greenway plan 
and its future. “‘The slides are a 
good introduction to the Greenway,” 
according to Meganck, “and a good 
progress report for those who know 
about it.” 

Willamette Greenway television 
and radio public service spots aired 
during February and March yielded 
38 responses from persons interested 
in obtaining more information about 
the Willamette River Greenway, she 
said. 


MVD deputy 


VIA 


oes 


ae) ae 


RALPH .AMUNDSEN 
30 years service 
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"PHILIP OAKLEY 
28 years service 


ODOT employes retire 


Several ODOT employes have 
retired in recent months. 


Joseph C. Cubic, Highway Division 


maintenance worker 3, has retired 
after 16 years. 
Robert W. Tudor, P.O. Box 405, 


LaPine, has retired after 10 years as 
a Highway Division maintenance 
worker 2. 

Ralph E. Amundsen, 


captures 


Byfsisy 7 | Bala 


industrial engineer honor 


HARVEY WARD, MVD 
Honored by peers 


May promotions listed 


The following ODOT personnel were promoted during May. 


Harvey B. Ward, deputy 


administrator of the Motor Vehicles 


Division, has been named industrial 
engineer of the year by the Oregon 
Chapter of the American Institute of 
Industrial Engineers, 

Ward was selected because . “he 
has accomplished much in improving 
the Motor Vehicles Division’s work 


management programs, and_ in 
establishing other management 
programs within the division.’’ These 
programs have resulted in 
considerable savings to the Oregon 
taxpayer. 

Ward says the program he views 
with most pride is DMV’s 
management intern program in which 
industrial engineering students from 


Oregon State University work at the 
division during the summer months. 
The division uses student’s skills and 
techniques and, in turn, students are 
able to gather experience in 
performing actual industrial 
engineering projects. 

Ward has been MVD _ deputy 
administrator since 1974. He had 
been director of the Field Licensing 
Branch and began his state service 
with the Department of Finance in 
1968. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


Michael R.' Barber, 
at Susan Creek State Park. 


Parks, ranger 2 at South Beach State Park to manager 1 


Patrick L. Corey, HWY, maintenance worker 1 to stores clerk, Salem. 


Vernon L. Edwards, 
mechanic trainee, Bend. 
Keith C. Frankum, HWY, 
mechanic trainee, Bend. 
Jacquelin M. Gettis, 
Information Section, Salem. 


engineering ae 


HWY, maintenance worker, Chemult, to ‘heavy equipment 


Lakeview, to heavy equipment 


HWY, clerical specialist to administrative assistant, Travel 


Robin Jaeger, MVD, stores clerk to administrative assistant, Salem. 
Kimberly Walker, MVD, clerical assistant to clerical specialist, Salem. 
Dennis Winstead, MVD, clerical assistant to clerical specialist, Salem. 
Stephen Ross, MVD, clerical assistant to clerical specialist, Salem. 


yal 


Ave., Albany, has retired as a 
Highway Division maintenance 
supervisor 1, after 30 years. 

Edith S. Middleton, 5505 SE 
85th, Portland, has retired after 
seven years aS a Clerical assistant. 

Philip M. Oakley, 1220 Overlook 
Ave. NW, Salem, has retired after 28 
years as a Highway Division engineer 


Mishap spurs 
teams’ thanks 


Jack Wills, foreman of the 
Santiam Maintenance Station, has 
received a card signed by members 
of the Central Oregon Community 
College women’s basketball team, 
who had been rescued after a 3-car 
accident in a snow storm last winter. 

Wills and his. crew picked the 
coeds up, took them to the Santiam 
Maintenance Station, gave them hot 
chocolate and called a bus which 
took the team back to Bend. 

One basketball player wrote: 
“Thanks for the hot chocolate. We 
really appreciated the warm 
hospitality, too._The crashed b-ball 
players.” 


Death claims 
ODOT retiree 


George E. Drager, 65, of 360 
20th St. SE, Salem, a 34-year 
employe of the Highway Division, 
died May 19 in Salem. 

He retired from the department in 
1974. 


Ree: alee 
PATRICK COREY, HWY 
Heavy Equipment Mechanic Trainee 
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By Jo Ann. Kirby 


Bill Brown was at a_ district 
engineers’ meeting in Roseburg March 
31 when he heard the news: 

A section of the Isthmus Slough 
Bridge in Coos Bay had collapsed. 

“| knew. it couldn’t happen,”’ 
Brown recalls. “It was a good bridge 
that couldn’t fall. | assumed 
something had knocked it down.” 

After a “‘low-flying” trip back to 
Coos Bay, Brown saw the result of 
action by a form of marine borer 
(gribble)—a section of the bridge lay 
in the slough. 

The District 7 engineer had never 
heard of the gribbles which had, in 
some cases, made 16-inch piling into 


5-inch posts which were supporting 
the bridge. 
Brown, District 7 engineer since 


1973, says the six-day restoration 
project was a combination of luck 
and the spirit of the old Highway 
Department. 


No confusion 


Because the bridge had been 
painted several years ago and had 
been closed on Sundays so the job 
could be done, signs used to reroute 
traffic then were taken out of 
storage and put back into use. 

“There was no confusion,” Brown 
says. “Our people - just did their 
jobs.” 

The regular 12-man district bridge 
crew grew to 26 with the addition 
of bridge crews from Roseburg and 
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Bill Brown: “Everyone pulls together when there is a problem.” 


‘pasae Smeg) meas wened ene 


Medford, and they worked around 
the clock to get the traffic moving 
over the bridge again. 


Several other district engineers 
called Brown and_ offered their 
bridge crews, but he _ declined. 


“There are only so many people you 
can work.” 


Cranes and piling equipment 
needed for the restoration were 
rented from local contractors who 


brought the equipment to the bridge 
site from a nearby shopping center 
construction project. 


22-hour day 


“raided” the 
Astoria for 


Brown said he 
District es laiwontice wain 
materials ‘and obtained assistance 
from Southern Oregon coastal 
businesses. which worked to prepare 
special deck material, made a special 
effort to prepare asphalt for the 
project and then paved with the 
company’s machinery, and shut down 
operations so a barge could be moved 
in to carry the bridge wreckage out. 

“The whole thing reminded me of 
the hassles of the 1964 flood,” 
Brown says. “Everyone pulls together 
when there is a problem. What l’ve 
got is his and what he has _ is 
mine.” 

Brown, a Highway employe since 
1948) when shes startediiases 2 


chainman, spent 22 hours on the job ° 
the day the bridge section collapsed. ’ 


Once the repair wheels were turning, 
the days got shorter for Brown, but 
his bridge crews worked around the 
clock. 


a) 


Bill Brown 
DE orchestrated — 
speedy bridge repair — 


“People were pleased with the 
speed,’ he says. “We’ve had nothing 
but compliments. | was a little 
anxious when we reopened. | just 
hoped the rest of the bridge would 
stand there.” 

The Isthmus Slough Bridge mishap 
brings home the-: need for 
maintenance, according to Brown, 
who says, “If you can’t save what 
you’ve got, what’s the use of 
building new.” 

Most of the bridges in the Coos 
Bay area are all-wood structures built 
in the 1930s and 1940s, says Brown, 
and. “time takes its toll.” Work is 
underway on several bridges in the 
area, where rotten piling and decking 
are being replaced. 


As district engineer in an area 


Repair work is continuing on Coos Bay area bridges, including the South 
lighter), district engineer, checks rot and decking 


Slough Bridge. Bill Brown 


work with bridge crew members Chuck Morse, 


Claude Hook. 


where residents often are critical of 
the plans and. proposals of the 
Department of Transportation, Brown 
says his relationship with the people 
in District 7 is a good one. 


People could understand 


“The people rarely are unhappy 
with the district office,’ he says. 
“Their reactions on Highway 42, for 
instance, are in frustration to the 
ways things are in Salem. They say 
the people there aren’t listening.” 

Brown says he is surprised that 
something as major as the -collapse 
of a section of the Isthmus Slough 


Bridge could happen with so few 
complaints. ‘Complaints’ come from 
lack of understanding. This was 


something people could understand.” 
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Retirees Let Us Know What's Happening 


Scotty McPherson, 1605 Seventh St., 
LaGrande 97850-Retired 1964. 

Scotty writes that he has a new 
address and- enjoys hearing of his 
friends retiring and being promoted. 

He is retired after 35 years with 
the department and says, “I really 
enjoyed working under the many 
bosses | did, and believe me, we had 
lots of good times. 

“Tl have many friends still with 
the department and | wish them all 
good health and happy retirement.’ 


P.M. (Steve) Stephenson, 789 
Greenwood Dr; NE,” Salem 
97303—Retired 1965. 

At age 79, Steve must be one of 
the busiest retirees around! . 

He is on the board of trustees of 
the American Legion; works each 
week on the Elks Lodge charitable 


clothing project, which 
average of 1,100 persons. each 
month; serves on the State Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Committee; 
chairs the Wolfcreek Stagecoach Stop 
Restoration Committee; is on the 
board of directors of the Salem Area 
Seniors (and serves on several other 
senior committees), and helps 
coordinate quarterly luncheons for 
retired Highway workers. Whew! 

Steve finds time for traveling, and 
attributes his busy life to his good 
health. “My advice to those nearing 
retirement is ‘Don’t wait a minute 
longer than necessary.’” 


serves an 


Les Farnum, 915 16th St. NE, 
Salem 97301-Retired 1963. 

Les started in the Highway 
Department in 1919 and used to 
repair cars in Eastern Oregon. He 


would rescue stranded department 
employes whose vehicles had broken 
down and repair their cars. 

Les stopped at the VIA office to 
reminisce about his driving the first 
and last official commission cars, 
both Cadillacs, and brought along 
pictures of both. 


Wallace D. Eldredge, Rt. 4 W, Box 
241, Reedsport 97467-Retired 1969. 

What a life! Wallace’s front yard 
extends out into the ocean, so to 
speak, and he fishes for salmon, 
with good and bad luck. 

“| had heart surgery four years 
ago and have had to change my 
pace somewhat,” he writes. ‘lI have 
pretty well regained my health and 
have been able to resume most of 
my regular activities. I have spent 
some of my _ time cutting and 


hauling wood from the -beach for 
our fireplace. This has given me a 
chance to get some extra exercise to 
keep me in shape.” 

Wallace likes fishing, traveling and 
keeping things in shape at home, he 
says, “Retirement really hasn’t given 
me a lot of spare time. | sometimes 
find there is not quite enough time 
in the day to do all the things | 
would like to get done.” 


Sherman Beall, 4732 Antler St. NE, 
Salem-Retired 1972. 

This former heavy equipment 
mechanic and his wife Bobbie Sue | 
are traveling in the South, where — 
they are visiting several of his — 
brothers and sisters. ih oe" 

On June 5, they will hold 
large family gathering in i 
Mont. nat ale 


a 


